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Local transport plans have a central role in coordinating and improving local transport provision. 
Outside London: The Transport Act 2000 made the preparation of local transport plans a statutory requirement.
Local Transport Plans 1, 2 and 3 (2001 – 2014)
London: Local Implementation Plans associated with the Mayor’s Transport Strategy

Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland: Separate legislation


Local Transport Plans in England: 
Legal basis
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Current baseline with regard to transport, accessibility and pollution

Challenging but achievable objectives

Programme for achieving these objectives

Outline bids for funding from Department for Transport

Local Transport Plans – Basic content
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Joint Local Transport Plan 3 (2011 – 2026)
Four Councils joined to deliver wider transport improvements 

Five key transport goals:
Reduce carbon emissions
Support economic growth
Promote accessibility
Contribute to better safety, security and health
Improve quality of life and a healthy natural environment



Example: Bristol Council JLTP
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On the ground:
High quality bus network with low carbon vehicles
Rapid transit network
Expanded park and ride network
Integrated smartcard
Multimodal interchanges
New rail lines and stations
Safe, convenient and attractive walking and cycling networks
Demand management
Public realm enhancements
Freight consolidation centres
Electric and hydrogen charging point network
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Indicators
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Robust monitoring procedures are set based on baseline data
Annual monitoring reports are published
A mid-term review informs the Delivery Plan
Targets are reviewed and updated every five years




LTP Monitoring
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Local Transport Plans are assessed by the Department for Transport

The assessment includes three criteria:
the quality of planning; 
the impact of the Local Transport Plan targets; 
deliverability

An authority's indicative funding allocation can be increased or decreased by up to 25% on the basis of past performance and on the quality of the Local Transport Plan

These financial incentives mean that local authorities follow the Department’s Guidance very closely.





Wider Monitoring 
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Conclusion
LTP Process Strengths
Focus on delivering objectives
Five year timescale
Encourages integration, consultation and partnership

Constraints
Lack of organisational capacity and shortage of skills
Weak political leadership
… particularly for smaller authorities
Government cuts have made it difficult for authorities to meet objectives and to be ambitious
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